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Your name 
Street address 

Town 
 
January 16, 2022 
 
Rep. Edward Gordon, Chair, NH House Judiciary Committee 
Members of the NH House Judiciary Committee 
 
Re: Support HB 1291 
 
Dear Chairman Gordon and members of the House Judiciary Committee, 
 
Good afternoon, my name is [name] and I live in [town], NH. I am a member of ABLE NH and the Granite 
State’s disability community. I am writing today to strongly encourage you to support HB 1291 which 
would prohibit landlords from discriminating against renters using Housing Choice Vouchers. 
 
The Housing Choice Voucher Program in NH is a key opportunity for people with disabilities to be 
productive members of their home communities. Sadly, not enough landlords participate in the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program. Even more sadly, landlords often reject housing vouchers. Landlords who have 
a blanket refusal to accept housing vouchers are in effect discriminating against people with disabilities. 
 
In a time when there is a critical shortage of workforce housing in NH, this discrimination creates 
another barrier for people with disabilities to become participating members of their communities. Also, 
housing vouchers represent a stable, reliable income for landlords, so this practice is puzzling. 
[I/my loved one has benefitted/would benefit] from the Housing Choice Voucher Program. 
 
[Share 2-3 sentences about your story] 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I urge you to support HB 1291. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
[Name] 
 
 
 

 Additional optional talking points: 

Optional: 
Add a photo of 
yourself/your 

loved one/your 
family! 

 

mailto:HouseJudiciaryCommittee@leg.state.nh.us


• The Housing Choice Voucher Program is the largest housing assistance program in the nation for low-

income tenants. 

• Under the program tenants find their own apartment and pay approximately 30% of their income as 

their share of the rent. Local housing authorities, using HUD funds, pay the remainder of the contract 

rent. 

• In the statewide voucher program, operated by the New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority, 66% 

of the assisted households are headed by a person with disabilities. 

• The demand for the vouchers is so high that most applicants have to wait at least 5 years to get one. 

• Currently in New Hampshire, after waiting years to get a voucher, many tenants lose them because 

they can’t find a landlord who will accept them within the timeframe established by HUD and local 

housing authorities (usually 90-120 days). 

• One of the main reasons that tenants can’t use their vouchers is that many landlords simply refuse 

to accept them. Under HB 129 a blanket refusal to accept voucher holders would be unlawful, 

however: 

o Landlords can still apply the normal screening policies that they apply to all other applicants. 

o Landlords can reject a voucher holder if the rent for the apartment is higher than what the 

housing authority will approve. 

o Landlords can reject a voucher holder if the apartment does not meet the minimum quality 

standards established by HUD. 

• Landlords should not be permitted to deny low-income families desperately needed housing –which 

thanks to the section 8 program they can afford-- just because the landlord doesn’t want to rent to 

“those people.” 


